MEMORANDUM

Staff Summary No. 5

Date:

September 9, 2015

To:

Members of the California School Finance Authority

From:

Katrina M. Johantgen, Executive Director

Subject:

Consideration of Appeal Regarding the Charter School Facility Grant
Program

Background: On April 10, 2014, all California charter schools on file with the California
Department of Education were notified via-email and through the California School Finance
Authority listserv of the deadline for application submission for the 2014-15 funding round
under the State Charter School Facility Grant Program (Program). Section 10170.5(b) of
the Program regulations set forth an application deadline of May 10, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. As
May 10, 2014 fell on a Saturday, the application deadline was extended to Monday, May 12,
2014, which was specified in the notification. The Authority received 311 applications by
the regulatory deadline of May 12, 2014.
On May 1, 2015, a representative for Howard Gardner Community Charter School
contacted the Authority to review the school’s eligible facility expenses for 2014-15. Staff
informed the representative that the Authority did not have a record of receiving the 2014-15
application. Staff informed the school representative that the school could submit an appeal
to the Authority related to the missing application. The appeal letter (addressed to staff)
was received on July 8, 2015.
Authority staff reviewed the school’s appeal, and determined the school ineligible, based on
the evidence provided. A summary of the school’s appeal is listed below. The school’s
appeal letter and an affidavit are attached for review and consideration.
•

•
•

•
•

The school is alleging that it missed the 2014-15 application deadline due to turnover
in staff, resulting in multiple Business Managers throughout the year serving the
school, as well as alleging that an application was submitted on time yet failed to
retain proof of the 2014-15 application and evidence of timely submission.
The school sent an affidavit (attached) from the responsible party stating the
application was mailed on or about April 28, 2014 with the U.S. Postal Service in a
pre-paid first class envelope.
Staff reviewed the evidence and found no compelling evidence to suggest an
application was actually submitted. Staff made a recommendation of denial to the
Executive Director, and the Executive Director concurred with staff’s
recommendation of denial.
On July 27, 2015, the Authority notified Howard Gardner Community School of the
denial. Staff informed the school that they could appeal directly to the Authority
Board.
On August 7, 2015, Howard Gardner submitted an appeal letter to the Authority
Board.

Over the course of 6 months, the Authority received and presented twenty-nine (29) 201415 late Program applications to the Board. The Board approved all late applications but had
ongoing concerns with the number of appeals they received. At the July 24, 2014 Board
Meeting, Board Member Ortega stated that future late Program application submittals would
most likely not be considered by the Board, and that regulatory deadlines would be adhered
to. At this time, there is $6 million remaining in Program funds for 2014-15.
Recommendation: Staff recommends denial of the appeal on behalf of Howard Gardner
Community Charter School based on insufficient evidence of application delivery to the
Authority, and the failure to provide a completed SB 740 2014-15 application by the
regulatory deadline.

Howard Gardner Community School

647 E St. Chula Vista, CA 91910
(619)934-0300 www.hgcschool.org
Mr. Ian Davis
SB740 Lead
Charter School Facility Grant Program
California School Finance Authority
Dear Mr. Davis,
On behalf of the students, staff and community of Howard Gardner Community School
(HGCS) I am appealing staff decision to deny our application for 201415 SB740
funding through the Charter School Facility Grant. I would like the Charter School
Finance Authority Board of Directors to reconsider and overturn staff’s decision to deny
our application based on the fact that we had a turnover in staff with multiple Business
Managers throughout the year and they failed to retain proof of the 201415 application
in which they claimed they submitted on time.
We were unaware that a 201415 application was not submitted until May of 2015
although an email was sent to the Business Manager by me, the Director, reminding
Todd Torpet, the individual, to submit this application on Wednesday, March 19th, 2014.
An affidavit from Todd Torpet was submitted to the CSFA Office indicating that he did
submit the application, along with a resubmittal of the SB740 201415 application on
June 1st, 2015.
HGCS is ready to submit any additional information or supporting documentation
needed in order to be considered for the allocation of funds for the 201415 SB740
program. As a small charter school (less than 200 students) in a competitively priced
leased facility, the funding is greatly needed to offset facilities costs in order to provide
an excellent education program for our students. Your consideration is greatly
appreciated.
Sincerely,

Shannon Richardson
Executive Director

Howard Gardner Community School is a nonprofit organization that does not discriminate.

