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Constitutional and statutory provisions require voters
to authorize general obligation (GO) bonds issued by
state and local governments. For bonds issued by the
state, the authorization must be made through a
statewide election. Local bonds must be approved by
voters within the jurisdiction authorizing the bond.
The state and local governments must also seek voter
approval for levies of certain revenue exactions and
taxes. For both state and local measures, the voter
approval threshold depends on the type and purpose
of the bond or tax (see Figure 1).

The California Debt and Investment Advisory
Commission (CDIAC) publishes a statistical summary
and review of bond and tax measures appeating on
state and local ballots. This report, the 43 in the
series, summarizes the results of local bond and tax
measures considered by voters during local elections
held in 2025 and includes an appendix summatizing
the measures by county. A summary of each measure
from 1986 through 2025 is also available through
DebtWatch.

INTRODUCTION

FIGURE 1
MEASURE TYPE AND THRESHOLD

VOTE REQUIREMENT

BALLOT MEASURE FOR PASSAGE
Local GO - Education 55 percent
(Prop. 39) P
Local GO - Education .
(Prop. 46) Two-thirds
Local GO - Non-Education Two-thirds
Local Special Tax / Bond Two-thirds
Local General Tax Majority
State Bond and Tax Majority



https://debtwatch.treasurer.ca.gov/elections

FIGURE 2

2025 LOCAL
ELECTION RESULTS

SUMMARY OF RESULTS FOR FISCAL MEASURES BY TYPE

RESULTS OF THE 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

FISCAL MEASURE TYPE TOTAL NUMBER PASSED PASSAGE RATE
General Tax 8 7 87.5%
Special Tax 17 8 47 1%
Special Tax Bond 2 2 100.0%
TOTAL 27 17 63.0%

SUMMARY

o TOTAL MEASURES. Voters considered 27 local fiscal
measures; 25 were tax measures and two were
combined special tax and bond measures (Figure 2).

e APPROVED MEASURES. Voters approved 17
(63.0%) of the measures.

e PASSAGE RATES. Local general tax measures
received strong support from voters with a passage
rate of 87.5%, while special tax measures received
mixed support and had the lowest passage rates at
47.1%. Two special tax bond measures were
presented to voters and passed (100.0%).

GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND
MEASURES

There were no general obligation bond measures
considered by voters during the 2025 local elections.

TAX MEASURES

e GENERAL TAX - MAJORITY VS. TWO-THIRDS
VOTING REQUIREMENT. All 8 of the general tax
measures needed only a majority of the vote to
pass and 7 passed (87.5%) (Figure 3). If these
measures had a two-thirds voting requirement,
only 2 of the 8 (25.0%) would have passed.

e SPECIAL TAX - MAJORITY VS. TWO-THIRDS
VOTING REQUIREMENT. Of the 17 special tax
measures, 3 required a majority vote! and 2 passed
(66.7%). The 14 remaining special tax measures

required two-thirds of the vote to pass and 6
passed (42.9%).

e PURPOSE OF TAXES. The eight general tax
measures presented were for General Government
and Public Health and Safety purposes. The special
taxes were for Capital Improvements and Public Works,
Public Health and Safety, Housing and Education. The
two special tax/bond measutes were categotized as
Capital Improvements and Public Works 2 (Figure 4).

1 Simple majority voter approval for special taxes placed on the ballot by citizen initiative has been affirmed by several appellate court

decisions.

2 Elections were conducted to approve special taxes and authorize bond issuance pursuant to the Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act

of 1982.



FIGURE 3
TAX MEASURES BY VOTE REQUIREMENT
RESULTS OF THE 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

TYPE OF TAX MAJORITY VOTE ~ MAJORITY VOTE ~ MAJORITY VOTE 2/3 VOTE 2/3 VOTE 2/3 VOTE
TOTAL NUMBER PASSED PASSAGE RATE TOTAL NUMBER PASSED PASSAGE RATE
General Tax 8 7 87.5% - - -
Special Tax 3 2 66.7 14 6 42.9%
Special Tax/Bond - - - 2 2 100.0%
TOTAL 11 9 81.8% 16 7 46.7%

FIGURE 4
TAX MEASURES BY PURPOSE
RESULTS OF THE 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

PURPOSE TOTAL NUMBER PERCENT OF MEASURES PASSED PASSAGE RATE
Capital Improvements and Public Works 7 25.9% 4 57.1%
Education ) 22.2% 1 16.7%
General Government* 7 25.9% 6 85.7%
Housing 2 7.4% 1 50.0%
Public Health and Safety 5 18.5% 5 100.0%
TOTAL 27 100.0% 17 63.0%

*General Government includes measures that describe a variety of purposes provided by the public agency.

RESULTS BY REGION

The election results are divided into five regions: Bay
Area, Central Valley, Los Angeles, San Diego/Inland
Empire, and Other (Figure 5).

e APPROVED MEASURES. Bay Area and Central
Valley region voters tied with the most measures
(9) presented. The Other region had the next
highest number of proposed measures at 5. The
counties in the Other region with 2025 measures
were Calaveras, Nevada/Placer, Santa Cruz, and
Siskiyou. The Los Angeles region totaled 3. Voters
in the San Diego/Inland Empire region were
presented with only one measure (Figure 0).

e PASSAGE RATES. The Los Angeles region had the
highest passage rate at 100%. The Bay Area and
Central Valley regions had the lowest passage rates,
each with 55.6%.

FIGURE 5

COUNTIES INCLUDED IN REGION

Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa,

BAY AREA San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa
Clara, Solano, and Sonoma Counties.
Butte, Colusa, El Dorado, Fresno,

CENTRAL Glenn, Kern, Kings, Madera, Me(ced,

VALLEY Placer, Sacramento, San Joaquin,
Shasta, Sutter, Stanislaus, Tehama,
Tulare, Yolo, and Yuba Counties.

LOS Los Angeles, Orange, and Ventura

ANGELES Counties.

SAN DIEGO/ San Diego, Imperial, Riverside, and San

INLAND Bernardino Counties

EMPIRE )
Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Del Norte,
Humboldt, Inyo, Lake, Lassen,
Mariposa, Mendocino, Modoc, Mono,
Monterey, Nevada, Plumas, San

OTHER Benito, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara,

Santa Cruz, Sierra, Siskiyou, Trinity, and
Tuolumne Counties. Also includes
measures that overlap multiple county
boundaries.




Figure 6 shows the number and percentage of measures that were approved by region.

FIGURE 6
ELECTION RESULTS BY REGION
RESULTS OF THE 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

REGION TOTAL PROPOSED PASSED PASSAGE RATE
Bay Area 9 5 55.6%
Central Valley 9 5 55.6%
Los Angeles 3 3 100.0%
Other 5 3 60.0%
San Diego/Inland Empire 1 1 100.0%
TOTAL 27 17 63.0%



e COMPARATIVE PASSAGE RATES. The passage
rate of bond and tax measures during the 2025
local elections was slightly lower (63.0%) than the
2023 local elections (73.3%) (Figure 7).

e COMPARATIVE NUMBER OF APPROVED
MEASURES. Although there was a smaller number
of measures approved in 2025 (17) when compared
to 2023 (22), the 2025 local elections had
significantly more measures requiring a majority to
pass (11) than in 2023 (2).

e TYPE OF LOCAL MEASURES COMPARISON. Local
special tax measures represented the greatest
number of proposed measures on local ballots in
both 2025 (17) and 2023 (25). There were no local
GO bond measures and two special tax bonds

COMPARISON OF
THE 2023 AND 2025
LOCAL ELECTIONS

presented in 2025, while in 2023 there were two
local GO bond measures and one special tax bond
presented (Figure 8).

e SPECIAL TAX MEASURE PASSAGE RATES. The
passage rate for special tax measures was lower in
2025 (47.1%) than 2023 (76.0%).

e REGIONAL PASSAGE RATES. In 2025 and 2023,
the Los Angeles region had the highest passage rate
(100%) (Figure 9).

e PASSAGE RATES BY PURPOSE. In 2023, the
passage rate for Education and General Government
were the highest (100%). General Government and
Public Health and Safety had the highest (100%)
passage rate by purpose in 2025 (Figure 10).

Figure 7 provides a summary of the passage requirements for the bond and tax measures appearing on the

2023 and 2021 local elections' ballots.

FIGURE 7
ELECTION RESULTS BY VOTE REQUIREMENT, 2023 AND 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS
2023 TOTAL 2023 2023 PASSAGE 2025 TOTAL 2025 2025 PASSAGE
VOTE REQUIREMENT PROPOSED  PASSED RATE PROPOSED PASSED RATE
Majority 2 2 100.0% 11 9 81.8%
Two-thirds 28 20 71.4% 16 8 50.0%
TOTAL 30 22 73.3% 27 17 63.0%




Figure 8 provides a summary of the types of bond and tax measures on the local elections’ ballots.

FIGURE 8

ELECTION RESULTS BY TYPE OF MEASURE, 2023 AND 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

MEASURE TYPE 2023 TOTAL 2023 2023 PASSAGE 2025 TOTAL 2025 2025 PASSAGE
PROPOSED PASSED RATE PROPOSED PASSED RATE
Special Tax 25 19 76.0% 17 8 47 1%
General Tax 2 2 100.0% 8 7 87.5%
GO Bond 2 1 50.0% - - N/A
Special Tax/Bond 1 - 0% 2 2 100.0%
TOTAL 30 22 73.3% 27 17 63.0%
A summary of votes by regions is provided in Figure 9.
FIGURE 9
ELECTION RESULTS BY REGION, 2023 AND 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS
REGION 2023 TOTAL 2023 2023 PASSAGE 2025 TOTAL 2025 2025 PASSAGE
PROPOSED PASSED RATE PROPOSED PASSED RATE
Bay Area 6 5 83.3% 9 5 55.6%
Central Valley 6 3 50.0% 9 5 55.6%
Other 14 11 78.6% 5 3 60.0%
Los Angeles 3 3 100.0% 3 3 100.0%
San Diego/Inland Empire 1 - 0% 1 1 100.0%
TOTAL 30 22 73.3% 27 17 63.0%

Figure 10 summarizes the purpose types of the measures appearing on the local elections’ ballots.

FIGURE 10

ELECTION RESULTS BY PURPOSE, 2023 AND 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

PURPOSE 2023 TOTAL 2023 2023 PASSAGE 2025 TOTAL 2025 2025 PASSAGE
PROPOSED PASSED RATE PROPOSED PASSED RATE
General Government 2 2 100.0% 7 6 85.7%
gﬁﬂﬂgm"xgﬂ?em 6 4 66.7% 7 4 57.1%
Education 7 100.0% 6 1 16.7%
Public Health and Safety 14 9 64.3% 5 5 100.0%
Housing - - N/A 1 50.0%
Miscellaneous* 1 - 0% - - N/A
TOTAL 30 22 73.3% 27 17 63.0%

*In 2023, this category includes county fairgrounds.




SUMMARY

Overall, voters were slightly more supportive of the
local bond and tax measures in the 2023 local
elections (73.3%) than the 2025 local elections
(63.0%). The number of measures requiring a
majority to pass jumped from 2 in 2023 to 11 in
2025, eight of which were for sales tax increases
primarily for General Government purposes and three
of which were special taxes placed on the ballot by
citizen initiative requiring only a simple majority for
passage instead of two-thirds. The 2023 elections
had one combined parcel tax and special tax bond
that did not pass whereas in 2025 there were two,
both of which passed. In 2023, Public Health and
Safety measures comprised 46.7% of all ballot
measures, however in the 2025 local elections,
measures proposed for that purpose dropped to
18.5%. Ballot measures for General Government and
Capital Improvements and Public Works purposes
totaled 7 tax measures each or 25.9% of the 2025
total. In both elections, the passage rate for the
region of Los Angeles remained at 100%. The
passage rate of special tax measures was lower in
2025 (47.1%), then in 2023 (76.0%).



Appendix A

SUMMARY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
BOND AND TAX MEASURES BY COUNTY



SUMMARY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOND AND TAX MEASURES BY COUNTY, 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

. Election Type of
County Region Date Agency Name Tax/Debt Amount of Bond/Tax Purpose Measure % Yes % No Result Threshold
General Sales Tax: increase by 0.5%, from 10.25% to
Alameda Bay Area  4/15/2025 Oakland Tax 10.75%, for 10 years, generating General Government A 64.95 35.05 Pass  Majority
approximately $29,800,000 annually
Washington Parcel Tax: $0.05 per sq. ft. of improved
Alameda Bay Area 11/4/2025 Township Health Special Tax property for 12 years to fund health care Health Care Facilities B 64.77 3523 Pass  Majority3
Care District services
Mark Twain
Calaveras Other  5/6/2025 Jnion Special Tax Farcel Tax: $65 per parcel, for four years, K-12 School Facility A 5351 4649 Fail  Two-thirds
Elementary raising approximately $600,000
School District
Acalanes Union Parcel Tax: $130 for eight years, providin
Confra Costa  Bay Area 5/6/2025 High School Special Tax ’ gnty P 9 K-12 School Facility T 63.63 36.37 Fail  Two-thirds
District $4,500,000 annually
Parcel Tax: $619.52 on each parcel of land
within the Texas Hill Zone of Benefit with
Central El Dorado . annual adjustments tied to the Engineering Street Construction . e
Fl Dorado Valley 5/6/2025 County Special Tax New Record Construction Cost Index, and Improvements A 63.16  36.84 Fail - Two-thirds
generating approximately $67,527.68
annually
Central El Dorado Walnut Drive Zone of Benefit, Parcel Tax: Street Construction
El Dorado 11/4/2025 Special Tax Annual $685 per parcel for the purposes of E 60.44 39.56 Fail ~ Two-thirds
Valley County . ] and Improvements
road improvements and maintenance
Central El Dorado Meadowview Acres Zone of Benefit, Parcel Street Construction
El Dorado 11/4/2025 Special Tax Tax: Annual $450 per parcel for the purposes C 7624 23.76 Pass Two-thirds
Valley County . . and Improvements
of road improvements and maintenance
Fernwood-Cothrin Ranch Zone of Benefit,
El Dorado Cenfral 11/4/2025 El Dorado Special Tax Parcel Tax: Annuql $450 per parcel for the Street Construction B 5379 4621 Fail  Two-thirds
Valley County purposes of road improvements and and Improvements
maintenance
Sales Tax: renewing the city's 1% sales tax
Central General indefinitely, for a combined total rate of .
Kern Valley 11/4/2025 Delano Tax 8.25%, thereby repedling the requirement it General Government B 66.7 33.3 Pass Majority

3 Citizen-led voter initiative for a special tax measure.

be renewed by voters every 10 years

10



SUMMARY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOND AND TAX MEASURES BY COUNTY, 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

Election Type of

County Region Date Agency Name Tax/Debt Amount of Bond/Tax Purpose Measure % Yes % No Result Threshold
Central General Sales Tax: increasing the city's transactions
Kern 11/4/2025 McFarland and use tax by 1% for a combined totalrate  General Government C 58.65 41.35 Pass  Majority
Valley Tax
of 9.25%
" - Parcel Tax: $275 per parcel, thereby . .
Stallion Springs - . Fire, Police
Kern Central 8/26/2025 Community Special Tax ggnerohng an e§flmofed $.650’OOQ Gnnuqlly, Protection/Emergency A 86.82 13.18 Pass Two-thirds
Valley . L with revenue going fo Stallion Springs Police ]
Services District ) Medical
Department programs and services
Los Angeles  Los Angeles  8/26/2025 Culver Cit General - Sales Tax: enact @ v cent sales fax, providing oo Government  CL 67.13 3287 Pass  Maijorit
9 9 4 Tax approximately $5,600,000 annually ’ ’ jorty
San Marino Parcel Tax: renew a parcel tax for six years at
Los Angeles  Los Angeles  6/3/2025 Unified School  Special Tax a rate of $415 per parcel, generating K-12 School Facility R 76.8 232 Pass  Two-thirds
District approximately $1,600,000 annually
Los Angeles  Los Angeles 11/4/2025 Santa Fe Springs General - Sales Tax: increasing fhe sales fax by $0.0025 General Government L 61.62 38.38 Pass  Majority

Tax for county services

Bond - 22,000,000, Tax: levy annual special

taxes for a period not beyond fiscal year

2060-61 at a rate of approximately $260 per

linear feet of bulkhead length fronting the

Larkspur Marina Lagoon to raise Ports, Marinas A 86.67 13.33 Pass Two-thirds
approximately $1,650,295 annually, to repay

bonds, pay incidental expenses and

administration, and establish an initial annual

appropriations limit of $3,000,000

Larkspur CFD No  Special

Marin Bay Area  3/4/2025 ;004 Tax/Bond

Alta Vista Road -Permanent Road Division,

Parcel Tax: $900 per parcel in fiscal year 2025-

2026, totaling approximately $33,300, and Street Construction
thereafter authorizing a special tax of $360 and Improvements
per parcel, totaling approximately $13,320,

for each fiscal year until repealed

Marin Bay Area 3/4/2025 Marin County Special Tax B 87.23 12.77 Pass Two-thirds

Parcel Tax: renew parcel tax authority at
$0.52/ building square foot, $95/ unimproved
parcel, providing $7,800,000 annually for 9
years, with 3% annual adjustment

Ross Valley

Marin Bay Area 5/6/2025 School District

Special Tax K-12 School Facility E 62.53 37.47 Fail  Two-thirds

11



SUMMARY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOND AND TAX MEASURES BY COUNTY, 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

. Election Type of
County Region Date Agency Name Tax/Debt Amount of Bond/Tax Purpose Measure % Yes % No Result Threshold
Central Sales Tax: increase by 0.5%, from 7.75% to Fire, Police
Merced 3/4/2025 Dos Palos Special Tax 8.25%, beginning July 1,2025, generating Protection/Emergency S 77.09 2291 Pass Two-thirds
Valley - ;
approximately $200,000 annually Medical
Truckee Library
Joint Powers Special Parcel Tax: annual parcel tax of $29 per
Nevada/Placer Other 11/4/2025 Authority CFD P vacant parcel for 30 years for the purpose of Public Building G 72.44 27.56 Pass Two-thirds
Tax/Bond . .
No 1 (Truckee replacing the Truckee Library
Library)
San Bcec)or;;ﬁil:}ei,?/ Parcel Tax: replace its expiring parcel tax at a
San Bernardino Diego/Inlan  6/24/2025 Heol’rhcorey Special Tax rate of $40 per parcel, providing $1,200,000 Health Care Facilities U 79.65 20.35 Pass Two-thirds
d Empire s annually for 10 years
District
san Jose Unified Parcel Tax: renew the existing $72 parcel tax,
Santa Clara Bay Area 5/6/2025 L Special Tax for eight years, generating approximately K-12 School Facility A 60.51 39.49 Fail  Two-thirds
School District
$5,000,000 annually
Sales Tax: increasing the county's sales tax
Santa Clara General rate by 0.625% for five years for a combined - .
Santa Clara Bay Area 11/4/2025 County Tax total rate of 9.75% to fund health care Health Care Facilities A 56.71 43.29 Pass  Majority
services
Parcel Tax: authorizing an annual parcel tax
of $96 and a graduated real estate fransfer
Santa Cruz . tax from 0.5% in excess of $1.8 million, up to . A
Santa Cruz Other 11/4/2025 County Special Tax 2% in excess of $4.5 million (with a maximum Other Housing C 52.25 47.75 Pass  Majority
of $200,000), for 20 years, for housing and
reducing homelessness
Parcel Tax: authorizing an annual parcel tax
of $50 and a real estate transfer taxin the
santa Cruz amount of 0.5% in excess of $4,000,000 (with
Santa Cruz Other 11/4/2025 Special Tax a maximum of $100,000), for 10 years, for the Other Housing B 11.95 88.05 Fail  Majoritys
County " .
Workforce Housing and Climate Change
Fund and Housing to Prevent Homelessness
Fund
Sales Tax: increasing the city's sales tax by 1%
Central General for a combined total rate of 8.25% with
Shasta Valley 11/4/2025 Redding Tax revenue dedicated to public safety, the local General Government A 36.13 63.87 Fail Maijority

4 Citizen-led voter initiative for a special tax measure.
5 Citizen-led voter initiative for a special tax measure.

fire department, roads, parks, and the
regional airport
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SUMMARY OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOND AND TAX MEASURES BY COUNTY, 2025 LOCAL ELECTIONS

Election Type of

County Region Date Agency Name Tax/Debt

Amount of Bond/Tax Purpose Measure % Yes % No Result Threshold

General Sales Tax: changing the City of Dunsmuir's tax
Siskiyou Other 11/4/2025 Dunsmuir Tax rate to 1% to provide funding for the General Government D 50.25 49.75 Pass  Majority
maintenance of city services and facilities

Parcel Tax: authorizing an annual parcel tax
of $129 per year per parcel for eight years, for
the purpose of funding improvements to the
school district

Petaluma Joint
Sonoma Bay Area 11/4/2025 Union High Special Tax
School District

K-12 School Facility 60.49  39.51 Fail ~ Two-thirds

13
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