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NOTICE 

AGENCY WITH RULEMAKJNG AlJTHORITY 
ScholarShare Investment Board 

A. PUBLICATION OF NOTICE (Complete for publication in Notice Register) 
1. SUBJECT Of NOTICE TITLE(S) FIRST SECTION AFFECTED 2. REQUESTED PUBLICATION DATE 
Cal KIDS· P'togram 5: Educatkm 31010 October 10, 2025 

3. NOTICE TYPE 4. AGENCY CONTACT PERSON TELEPHOr-lE NUMBER FAX NUMBER {Opuonal) 
Notice re•Prfvl op-osed D Other Noah Lightman (916) 651-8376 

L0J .Re ulalo • Action . .ACTION ON PROPOSED NOTICE NOTICE REGIS'TER NUMBER PUBUOA'flON DA.TE OAL USE 
d as Di•approved/ONLY �=:- -2..=���as 

Io 10 -z....5Wlhdrawn 

B. SUBMISSION OF REGULATIONS (Complete when submitting regulations) 
1a. SUBJECT OF REGULATION($) 1b. ALL PREVIOUS RELATED OAl.REGUI.ATORY ACTION NUMBERiS ER AGENCY 
CalKIDS Program '2 C>'L' - o-z,oG- O<f'S R1:ou1:sr 
2. SPECIFY CALIFORNIA CODE OF R.EGULATIONS TITL�(S) AND SECTION($) (lnclucllng tltle 26, if toxics related) "'I'll� 

REGULATIONS 

SECTI0N(S} AFFECTED 
(Listall section number(s) 

individually. Attach 
additional sheet if needed.) 
TITLE(Sl
5 

AD PT 

AMEND 

3101�31016, 31018 
REPEAL 

□ Regular Rulemaking (Gov. □Certificate of Compliance: The agency officer named □ Emergency Readopt □ Changes Without 
Code §11346) below cartifies that this agency complied with the (Gov. Code, §11348. i(h)) Regulatory Effect(CaL 

(29 Resubmittal of disapproved provisions of Gov. Code §§11346.2-i 1347.3 either Code Regs., title I, §100) 
before the emergency regulation \vas adopted or'or withdrawn nonemergency 
within the lime period required by statute.filing (Gov. Code §§11349.3, □ File&Print □ PrihtOnly 

11349.4)
□ Emergency (Gov. Code, 0 Resubmitlal of disapproved or withdrawn D Other (Specify} P

---
ER AGct::-NCY 

ov, ct#:�sr 
AM -i111/'lf-

§11346. l(b)) emergencyfolong(Gov.Code. §11346.1) -------------
4. ALL BEGINNING AND ENDING DATES.OF AVAil.ABILITYOF MODIFIED .REGULATIONS AND/OR MA iERIAL ADDED TO THE RULEMAKING FILE (Cal CoCle RegiL title 1, §44 and G
GGtcber.W,,.��Je•refflbeu:��June 24, 2026- July 9, 2026 

5.. EFFECTIVE DATE OF·CHANGES (GO\/. Code,§§ 11343.4, 11346.1(d); Cat.Code Regs, uile 1. §100} 
ff"vlEffective January 1 ..... p,il 1, ,July 1, .or D Effective on filing with □§100 Changes Without □Efective other 

� October 1 (Gov. Coda §11343A(al} Secretary of State Regulatory Effect (Specify) 

6 .. CHECK IF THESE REGULATIONS REQUIRE NOTICE TO, OR REVIEW, CONSULTATION, APF'llOVA.L OR CONCURRENCE BY. ANOTHER AGENCY OR ENTITY 

0 Department of Finance (Form STD. 399) (SAM §6660) D Fair Political Practices Commission D Slate Fire Marshal 

D OU,er (Specify) 
TELEPHONE NUMBER FAX NUMBER (Optional) E-MAIL ADDRESS (Optional) 7. CONTACT PERSON 

Noah Lightman (916) 651-8376 nlightrnan@treasurer.ca. gov 
r a. I certify that the attached copy of the regul.ation(s) is a true and corect copy 

ofthe regulation(s) identified on this form, that the .information specified on this form 
is true and correct. and that I am the head of the agency taking this action, 

esignee of the head of the agency, and am authorized to make this certification, 

SEP Ott 2026 

Cassandra DiBenedetto; Executive Director Office of Administrath!e law 

mailto:nlightrnan@treasurer.ca
https://DATES.OF
https://10/20.19


PROPOSED CHANGES ARE REFLECTED IN UNDERLINE AND STRIKETHROUGHS 

California Code of Regulations 

Title 5: Education 
Division 4.5: Scholarshare Investment Board 
Chapter 3: California Kids Investment and Development Savings Program 

Section 31010 Definitions Applicable to California Kids Investment and Development 
Savings Program. 

(a) The following definitions shall apply within this Chapter: 
(1) All definitions as stated in Education Code 69996.2. 
(2) "CalKIDS Account" shall have the same meaning as "KIDS Account" as 

described in Education Code 69996.2. 
(3) "Owner" means the ScholarShare Investment Board. 
(4) "Financial Incentive" means any additional funds placed into a CalKIDS 

account not including a seed deposit or enhanced deposit. 
(5) "Engage" means interacting with the CalKIDS Program by viewing a 

Beneficiary's CalKIDS Account, linking a ScholarShare 529 account to a 
CalKIDS Account, or taking an action which could illicit a financial incentive if 
funds are available. 

{6) "Register" means the parent, legal guardian, or Beneficiary has taken the 
appropriate steps to access their CalKIDS Account pursuant to Section 
31015. The term "Register" may be interchangeably used with the term 
"Claim" for the purposes of Program implementation. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 69996.4, Education Code. Reference: Section 
69996.2, Education Code. 

Section 31016. Claims and Withdrawal Distribution Process. 

(a) A Beneficiary is eligible to file a witAEli=awa+-Blaiffi distribution reguest on or after they 
reach the age of 17. 

(b) Each Beneficiary with a CalKIDS account must file a withdrawal-Glaim distribution 
request by the Beneficiary's 26th birthday. 

(c) Beneficiaries may file a 6'aim distribution request through the Program's on line portal at 
www.calkids.org, and providing all required information as follows: 

(1) Account name 
(2) Amount to disburse 
(3) Institution of higher education 
(4) Student identification number from the selected institution of higher education 
{5) A memo to be included on the check sent by the Program to the selected 
institution of higher education. The memo encourages the Beneficiary to include their 
phone number and email address. 

(d) Beneficiaries making a 1.Yithdrawal claim distribution request to use their funds shall self­
certify on the online portal that they have resided in the state of California for at least one 
year immediately preceding the payment of qualified higher education expenses on the 
Beneficiary's behalf. 
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(e) Beneficiaries making a withdrawal slaiFn d istribution request on the Program's onl ine 
porta l shal l authorize the Program to d isclose, if necessary, personal ly identifiable 
information , including fu l l  name, date of birth, emai l address, phone number, residentia l  
and mai l ing address , and Statewide Student I dentifier (SS ID) with an institution of h igher 
education for the purpose of identifying the correct student account to cred it when a 
CalKI DS check is received . 

(f) Beneficiaries making a withdrawal slaim distribution request on the Program's on l ine 
portal shal l self-certify they are enrol led as active students at the institution of higher 
education selected during the d istribution request. 

(g) A Benefic iary, or a parent or legal guardian for a Beneficia ry, may request the 
cancel lation of a previously submitted withdrawal slaim distribution request by 
completing ,  sign ing ,  and submitting to the Board the "CalKI DS Check Cancel lation 
Form" (Rev. October 2023) , that is incorporated here in by reference. 

(h) The fol lowing shal l  apply when Beneficiaries use their  funds through the distribution 
process: PER AGENCY

( 1) Beneficiaries can be in any status of the Un ited States Department of Education REQUEST
Satisfactory Academic Progress policy found at Code of Federal Regulations Title 34, AM "tfWl/-u 
section 668 .3 h ich is hereb incor orated b reference or the institution of hi her 
education's academic pol icy to use CalKI DS funds. Academic performance shall not be 
evaluated by institutions to apply the requested CalKI DS funds. 

(2) Beneficiaries must be enrol led and registered for at least one course at the institution of 
h igher education in  order to util ize CalKI DS funds . There is no un it min imum to satisfy 
th is requirement and it may be either a graded course or a pass/fai l  course. Furthermore, 
the program does not exclude non-cred it courses or courses/programs of study not 
approved for federal Title IV financial aid programs. 

(3) Beneficiaries are not required to submit to the Board receipts of how they used their 
CalKI DS funds. 
(4) Beneficiaries may apply the total of their CalK IDS funds to their current or future 
educational expenses, including existing balances held at the institution of h igher 
education .  Balances may include educational expenses previously incurred . 
(5) CalKIDS funds cannot be usedf o r  admissions fees-.e----------------­
(6) A Beneficiary may be dual ly enrol led n h igh school and an institution of h igher 
education to use their CalKI DS funds for a qual ifying h igher education expense, so long 
as the student has reached the age of 1 7. 
(7) I nstitutions of h igher education shal l  not apply CalKIDS funds to repay financial aid 
obl igations that are owed by those institutions to financial aid sources on behalf of the 
Beneficiary and not the Beneficiary directly. 

(i) Pursuant to Education Code Section 69996.3(9)1 the fol lowing appl ies to institutions for 
the distribution of CalKI DS funds: 

(1)  If there is  an existing balance at the institution of h igher education for the Beneficiary. 
based on their prior enrol lment the funds may be appl ied by the institution of h igher 
education to the Beneficiary's existing balance .  If there is no existing balance at the 
institution of h igher education. and the Beneficiary is not enro l led for current or future 
terms, the institution may return the CalKIDS funds to the CalKI DS Program, and the 
Board sha l l  return the funds to the Beneficiary's CalKI DS account. 
(2) If a Beneficiary reduces their enro l lment to zero un its before the institution of h igher 
education 's add / d rop dead l ine, the fol lowing ru les shal l  be appl ied :  

i .  I f  the Beneficiary owes payment to  the institution of h igher education for 
current or prior academic terms. the CalKI DS funds may be treated as payment 
made by the Beneficiary towards the debt. If the Beneficiary requests to defer the 
uti l ization of their Cal Kl OS funds, they may request the institution to mail a check 
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to the Program, and the Board shal l  return the funds to the Beneficiary's CalKI DS 
account. 
i i .  In cases where no payment is owed to the institution of h igher education, and 
in the absence of an internal institutional pol icy regarding fund al location, the 
institution of h igher education may return the funds to the Program, and the 
Board shal l  return the funds to the Beneficiary's CalKI DS account. I nstitutions are 
permitted to hold onto the funds to cover other qual ified expenses . 

(3) If a Beneficiary reduces their enro l lment to zero un its after the institution of h igher 
education's add / drop deadl ine, the fol lowing rules shal l  be applied . 

i If the Beneficiary owes payment to the institution of h igher education for current 
or prior academic terms, the Cal KI DS funds may be treated as a payment made 
by the Beneficiary towards the debt. If the Beneficiary requests to defer the 
util ization of their CalKI DS funds, they may request the institution to mail a check 
to the Program, and the Board shal l  return the funds to the Beneficiary's CalKI DS 
account. 
i i . In cases where no payment is owed to the institution of h igher education, and 
in the absence of an internal institutional pol icy regard ing fund al location, the 
institution of h igher education may return the funds to the Program, and the 
Board shal l  return the funds to the Beneficiary's CalKI DS account. 

(4) If the Beneficiary has no remain ing unmet need as determined by the institution of 
h igher education, the institution of h igher education may return the funds to the CalKIDS 
Program for the Beneficiary's future use of qua l ified expenses pursuant to Education 
Code Section 69996.2(1). I nstitutions of h igher education may use information submitted 
by the Beneficiary in the Free Appl ication for Federal Student Aid found at Code of 
Federal Regulations Title 34, Part 668, the Cal ifornia Dream Act Appl ication at Cal ifornia 
Education Code Title 3 ,  Part 42, Chapter 2, or alternative methods provided to the 
institution of h igher education to determine unmet need . This shall not be interpreted or 
implemented in a manner inconsistent with state or federa l  law. 
(5) If the Beneficiary has not registered for courses at the institution of h igher education 
or is waitl isted after the add / d rop dead l ine, the institution of h igher education may 
follow their own-policies-for processing scholarship funds or return the funds to thP. ________ 
Program, and the Board shal l  return the funds to the Beneficiary's CalKI DS account. 
(6) If the Beneficiary obtains a withdrawal from the institution of h igher education and did 
not complete any registered courses from the current or previous academic term, the 
CalKI DS funds shall be appl ied to the student's balance at the institution of h igher 
education or returned to the Program if no balance exists, and the Board shal l  return the 
funds to the Beneficiary's Cal KI DS account. 
(7) Cal Kl OS funds may be used for retroactive payments to the institution of h igher 
education if the funds are appl ied to a Beneficiary's existing balance at that institution .  If 
the Beneficiary does not have an existing balance at the institution of h igher education, 
the institution of h igher education shal l  return the funds to the Program and the Board 
shal l  return the funds to the Beneficiary's Ca lKI DS account. 
(8) Even if the institution of h igher education does not have its own defin it ion of what 
constitutes an enro l led student, it may either ho ld onto the received CalKI DS funds for 
the particu lar Beneficiary for no more than  1 80-days or return the funds to the Program, 
and the Board sha l l  return the funds to the Beneficiary's CalKI DS account. 

Note: Authority cited : Section 69996 .4 ,  Education Code; and Section 69996 .8 ,  Education Code. 
Reference : Sect ion 69996 .3 ,  Education Code; and Section 69996.7 ,  Education Code. 
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Section 3101e8. The Appeals Process. 

(a) A Beneficiary may appeal to use the moneys designated for the Beneficiary n a 
CalKI DS Account after the Beneficiary turns 26 years of age so long as they register 
their account prior to turn ing 26 years of age. I n  the event that a Beneficiary wishes to 
appeal the determination of their  e l ig ib i l ity to claim Cal KI DS Account funds, such an 
appeal shal l  be submitted ff'.l-Wf#if}8 through the "CalKI DS Age-Based Appeal Form" 
{October 2025), that is incorporated herein by reference and emai led to the Board at 
Appeals@calkids .org with the subject l ine "CalKI DS Appeal" no later than 90 days after 
the Beneficiary's 26th birthday, aA4--sl=laU-inoh,1de a-signed an4eatea--lettef.; includ ing 
appropriate documentation ,  expla in ing the extenuating ci rcumstances of why the 
CalKI DS account funds could not be used unti l after the Beneficiary's 26th birthday. The 
Board wil l mai l  or emai l  a written decision to the Beneficiary ,  including the reason for the 
decis ion,  with in th irty (30) days un less S IB  notifies the Beneficiary of a d ifferent t imel ine. 

(b) In the event a Beneficiary is not satisfied with the resu lt ing decision , the Beneficiary may 
request that the dispute be reviewed by the Executive Director of the Board .  Such a 
request shal l  be n writing and shal l  be received by the Executive Director with in thirty 
(30) days of the adverse decis ion .  The Executive Director shal l  mai l  or emai l a written 
decis ion , and the reasons therefore, to the Beneficiary within th i rty (30) days of the 
request for the review or such period as may be mutual ly acceptable. The decision of the 
Executive Director of the Board is the final admin istrative decision .  

Note: Authority cited : Section 69996.4 ,  Education Code. Reference: Section 69996 .3 ,  Education Code. 
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ADOPT 

CalHIDS Age-Based Appeal Form 
Please complete th is form i f  you a re request ing to access your  Ca l KI DS Account funds after turn i ng 26 
years o ld due to extenuat ing c i rcumstances. 

To be e l ig ible  for this appeal :  
• You must have registered your  Ca lK IDS Account before your 26th b i rthday. 
• You must submit this appea l  with in  90 days after your 26th b i rthday. 
• You must provide supporting documentation expla i n i ng  why you were unable to use the funds 

before turn ing 26. 

You should reta in  a copy for you r records. 

Questions? Visit www.Ca lKI DS.org or call tol l-free 888-445-2377 for information or  assistance. 

1. Current CalKIDS Beneficiary Information 

Complete the requ i red information below to ident ify the CalK IDS Benefic iary: 

Beneficiary First Name Beneficiary M iddle Name (if applicable) Beneficiary Last Name 

• Benefic iary Date of Birth Beneficiary State of Birth Phone Number 

Email Address 

Few at birth recipients, complete this section: 

Local Registration Number (LRN) found on child's birth certificate 

County of Birth 

For beneficiaries born after July 1 ,  2022. 

2. Extenuating Circumstances 

For students, complete this section: 

Statewide Student Identifier (SSID) 

County of School, as of applicable Fall Academic Census Date 
Fall Academic Census Day is a day within the Academic Year on 
which an official count is taken. The Fal l  Census Day is  the fi rst 
Wednesday in October. Students identified in 1st - 12th grade in 
2021-22 should use the county in which they attended-school o·.... --+-­
October 6, 2021. Students identified in 1st g rade in su bsequent 
years should use the county in  which they attended school on the 
appl icable Fal l  Academic Census Day. 

Use the space below to descr ibe the specif ic c i rcumstances that prevented you from us ing your 

Cal  KIDS funds before you r  26th b i rthday. Be deta i led and specif ic. I f  addit ional  space is  needed, you 

may attach a separate page. 

www.CalKIDS.org


3. Signature And Authorization 

By signing below, I attest that I am a Ca lK IDS Benefic iary (award rec ip ient. if 18 years of age or o lder) or 

the parent/legal guard ian  of a Ca lK IDS  Benefic iary with authority to act on their behalf and that i n  such 
capacity I possess the lega l  r ight to author ize changes be made to my Ca lK IDS Account. as requested on 
this form, and have enclosed the requ i red documentat ion .  

Under  pena lty of perjury and the laws of the state of  Cal ifornia, I affi rm that I am author ized to execute 
this attestat ion and dec lare that such authority and the statements made with in  it a re true and correct. 

I understand that the Ca lK IDS Program's re l iance on th is  attestation is b ind ing and f ina l .  

I fu rther understand that fa lse statements made i n  connect ion with th i s  attestat ion may resu lt  in 
lega l  act ion .  

Signature (Please print and hand  s ign  or dig itally sign th is document) 

Print Ful l Legal Name of CalKIDS Benefic iary or Parent/Legal Guardian Date 

All forms must be either hand signed or digitally signed. 

Email this completed form to Appeals@calkids.org with 

the subj ect l ine "CalKI DS Appeal" 

A program representative wi l l  reach  out to you via email after 

review of this information. ca1KT0s 
Program Administered by the ScholarShare Investment Board 

The first step toward col lege 

Revision: October 2025 
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ADOPT 
34 CFR 668.34 (up to date as of 6/08/2026) 34 CFR 668.34 (June 8, 2026) Satisfactory academic progress. 

Th is content is from the eCFR and is authoritative but unofficial .  

Title 34 -Education 

Subtitle B -Regulations of the Offices of the Department of Education 

Chapter VI -Office of Postsecondary Education, Department of Education 

Part 668 -Student Assistance General Provisions 

Subpart C -Student Eligibility 
source: 6.9. f.� 6� �1 0, Dec. 1 ,  1 995, un less otherwise noted. .a . . .a
Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1 001 -1 003, 1 070g, 1 085, 1 088, 1 09 1 ,  1 092, 1 094, 1 099c, 1 099c-1 , 1 221 e-3, and 1 231 a, unless otherwise·· · ···· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · • · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · ·••· · • · ·• · · • · · • · • • · · ·a•• · · · · · · • · · · · · • • · • · · · • •a··· · · · • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · ·• ·• ·• · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · •···· · · · ·a·•··· · · · · · · ··· · ··•·••· · •••·••• 

noted. 

§ 668.34 Satisfactory academic progress. 

(a) Satisfactory academic progress policy. An institution must establ ish a reasonable satisfactory academic 
progress pol icy for determ in ing whether an  otherwise el ig ib le student is  making satisfactory academ ic 
progress in h is or her educat ional  program and may receive assistance under the title IV, H EA programs.  
The Secretary considers the institution's pol icy to be reasonable if-

(1 ) The pol icy is at least as str ict as the pol icy the institut ion appl ies to a student who is not receiv ing 
assistance under the title IV, H EA programs; 

(2) The pol icy provides for cons istent appl ication of standards to a l l  students within categories of 
students, e.g., ful l-t ime, part-t ime, undergraduate, and graduate students, and educat ional  p rograms 
establ ished by the institut ion; 

(3) The pol icy provides that a student's academic progress is eva luated-

(i) At the end of each payment period if the educat ional  program is either one academic year i n  
length or  shorter than an academic year; or 

( i i) For a l l  other educat ional  p rograms, at the end of each payment period or at least annua l ly to 
correspond with the end of a payment period; 

(4) 

(i) The pol icy specifies the g rade point average (GPA) that a student must ach ieve at each 
eva luation, or if a GPA is  not an appropriate qua l itative measure, a comparable assessment 
measured aga inst a norm; and 

( i i )  If a student is  enrol led i n  an educat ional program of more than two academic years, the pol icy 
specifies that at the end of the second academic  year, the student must have a GPA of at least 
a "C" or its equivalent, or have academic stand ing cons istent with the institut ion's requ i rements 
for g raduation; 

(5) The pol icy specifies-

(i) For a l l  programs, the maximum timeframe as defi ned i n  pc;1.r�gr.�Ph __(I�) of th is section; and 

(i i) For a cred it hour program using standard or nonstandard terms that is not a subscript ion-based 
program, the pace, measured at each eva luation, at which a student must progress through h is  
or her  educat ional program to ensure that the student wi l l  complete the program with i n  the 
maximum t imeframe, calcu lated by either d ivid i ng the cumulative number of hours the student 

34CFR 668.34(a)(S)(ii) (enhanced display) page l of4 



34 CFR 668.34 (up to date as of 6/08/2026) 34 CFR 668.34(a)(6) Satisfactory academic progress. 

has successfu l ly completed by the cumu lative number of hours the student has attempted or 
by determin ing the number of hours that the student should have completed by the eva luation 
point i n  order to complete the program with in the maximum timeframe. In making this 
calcu lation, the institution i s  not requ i red to include remed ia l  courses; 

(6) The pol icy describes how a student's GPA and pace of completion a re affected by course 
incompletes, withdrawals, or repetit ions, or transfers of credit from other institut ions.  Cred it hours 
from another institut ion that a re accepted toward the student's educat ional  program must count as 
both attempted and completed hours; 

(7) Except as provided in p�r,c3gr,c1ph� . .(�) and (g) of th is section, the pol icy provides that, at the t ime of 
each eva luation, a student who has not ach ieved the requ i red GPA, or who is not successfu l ly 
complet ing h is  or her educat iona l  program at the requ i red pace, is no longer e l ig ib le to receive 
assistance under the title IV, H EA programs; 

(8) If the institution p laces students on fi nancia l  a id  warn ing, or on fi nanc ia l  aid probation, as defi ned in  
p�rc1_grc1ph. .(� )  of  th is  section, the pol icy describes these statuses and that-

(i) A student on financia l  a id warn ing may conti n ue to receive ass istance under the t it le IV, H EA 
programs for one payment period despite a determination that the student is not making 
satisfactory academic progress. F inanc ia l  a id  warn ing status may be assigned without an  
appeal or other action by  the  student; and 

( i i )  A student on fi nanc ia l  a id  probation may receive title IV, HEA program funds for one payment 
period. Whi le a student is  on fi nancia l  aid probation, the inst itution may requ i re the student to 
fulfi l l  specific terms and condit ions such as taking a reduced course load or enro l l i ng in specific 
cou rses. At the end of one payment per iod on fi nanc ia l  a id probation, the student must meet 
the institution's satisfactory academic progress standards or meet the requ i rements of the 
academic plan deve loped by the institution and the student to qua l ify for further t it le IV, H EA 
progra m funds; 

(9) If the institution permits a student to appeal a determinat ion by the institut ion that he or she is not 
making satisfactory academic progress, the pol icy describes-

(i) · How the student may reestab l i sh  his or her e l ig ib i l ity to receive assistance under the title IV, 
H EA programs; 

( i i) The bas is on which a student may fi le an a ppea l :  The death of a relative, an injury or i l l ness of 
the student, or other spec ia l  circumstances; and 

(i i i) I n formation the student must submit regard i ng why the student fai led to make satisfactory 
academic progress, and what has changed in the student's situation that wi l l  a l low the student 
to demonstrate satisfactory academic  progress at the next eva luation; 

( 1  0) If the institution does not permit a student to appeal a determinat ion by the institut ion that he or she 
is not making satisfactory academic progress, the pol icy must describe how the student may 
reestab l ish h is or  her e l ig ib i l ity to receive ass istance under the t it le IV, H EA programs; and 

( 1 1 )  The pol icy provides for notification to students of the results of an  eva luation that i mpacts the 
student's e l ig ib i l ity for t i t le IV, H EA program funds .  

(b) Definitions. The fol lowing defin it ions apply to the terms used in th is sect ion :  

34 CFR 668.34(b) (enhanced display) page 2 of4 



34 CFR 668.34 (up to date as of 6/08/2026) 
34 CFR 668.34(b) "Appeal" 

Satisfactory academic progress. 

Appeal. Appeal means a process by which a student who is not meet ing the institution's satisfactory 
academ ic  progress standards petit ions the institution for reconsideration of the student's e l ig ib i l ity 
for title IV. H EA program assistance. 

Financial aid probation. Financia l  a id probation means a status assigned by an institut ion to a student who 
fa i ls  to make satisfactory academic progress and who has appea led and has had el ig ib i l ity for a id 
reinstated. 

Financial aid warning. Financia l  a id warn ing means a status ass igned to a student who fa i ls  to make 
satisfactory academic progress at an institut ion that eva luates academic progress at the end of 
each payment period. 

Maximum timeframe. Maximum t imeframe means-

(1  ) For an  undergraduate program measured in cred it hours, a period that is no longer than 1 50 
percent of the publ ished length of the educational  program, as measured in credit hours, or 
expressed in calendar t ime; 

(2) For an undergraduate program measured in clock hours, a period that is  no longer than 1 50 
percent of the pub l ished length of the educational  program, as measured by the cumulative 
number of clock hours the student is  requ i red to complete and expressed in  calendar t ime; and 

(3) For a g raduate program, a period defi ned by the institut ion that is based on the length of the 
educational p rogram. 

(c) Institutions that evaluate satisfactory academic progress at the end of each payment period. 

( 1 ) An institut ion that eva luates sati sfactory academic progress at the end of each payment period and 
determines that a student is not mak ing progress under i ts  pol icy may nevertheless d isburse title IV, 
HEA program funds to the student under the provis ions of P.8.tc.'.19f.<3.P� . .  (<?)(?.), (<?)(?), or (<?)(1) of this 
section. 

1 For the payment period fo l lowing the payment periodin w h ich the student d id-not make satisfactory 
academic progress, the institution may-

(i) Place the student on financia l  a id warn ing ,  and d isburse title IV, HEA program funds to the 
student; or 

( i i) Place a student d i rectly on fi nancia l  a id probation, fo l lowing the procedures outl i ned i n  
pa_ragr_a.p_� .(�) (?.) of  th is sect ion and  d isburse title IV, HEA program funds to  the  student. 

(3) For the payment period fo l lowing a payment period dur ing which a student was on financia l  a id  
warn ing, the institut ion may place the student on financ ia l  a id  probation, and d isburse title IV, HEA 
program funds to the student if-

(i) The institut ion eva luates the student's progress and determ ines that student d id not make 
satisfactory academic progress du ring the payment period the student was on fi nanc ia l  a id  
warn ing;  

( i i ) The student appeals the determination; and  

( i i i) 
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p9.�cigrcJP� . . (9)(?.J or (9)(?). of this section .  

(3) 

34 CFR 668.34 (up to date as of 6/08/2026) 34 CFR 668.34(c)(3)(iii)(A)
Satisfactory academic progress. 

(A) The institution determi nes that the student should be able to meet the institution's 
satisfactory academic progress standards by the end of the subsequent payment period; 
or 

(B) The institution develops an academic plan for the student that, if fol lowed, w i l l  ensure that 
the student is ab le to meet the institution's sati sfactory academic progress standards by a 
specific po int i n  t ime. 

(4) A student on fi nancia l  a id probation for a payment period may not receive title IV, H EA program funds 
for the subsequent payment period un less the student makes satisfactory academic progress or the 
institution determi nes that the student met the requ i rements specified by the i nstitut ion in the 
academ ic p lan for the student. 

(d) Institutions that evaluate satisfactory academic progress annually or less frequently than at the end of each 

payment period. 

(1 ) An institut ion that evaluates satisfactory academic progress annual ly or less frequently than at the 
end of each payment period and determ ines that a student is  not making progress under its pol icy 
may nevertheless d i sburse title IV, HEA program funds to the student under the provis ions of 

(2) The institution may place the student on financ ia l  a id probat ion and may d isburse title IV, H EA 
program funds to the student for the subsequent payment period if-

( i) The institut ion eva luates the student and determines that the student is not making satisfactory 
academic progress; 

( i i )  The student a ppeals the determination; and 

(i i i) 

(A) The institution determines that the student should be able to be make satisfactory 
-academ i c  progress dur ing the subsequen itp·ayment period a net- meet the- institution's 

satisfactory academic progress standards at the end of that payment period; or 

(B) The institut ion develops an academic plan for the student that, if fol lowed, wi l l  ensure that 
the student is ab le to meet the inst itution's satisfactory academic progress standards by a 
specific point in t ime. 

A student on financia l a id probat ion for a payment period may not receive tit le IV, H EA program funds 
for  the subsequent payment period un less the student makes sati sfactory academic progress or the 
institution determ ines that the student met the requ i rements specified by the institution in the 
academic plan for the student. 

[??.ER_ 6-.6-9..?�, Oct. 29, 20 1 0, as amended at �? ER. .. 5.4.8.} 8.
1 

Sept. 2, 2020] 
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